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KIMBERLEY ULTRAMARATHON — EL QUESTRO WILDERNESS PARK FIRE 

7. Mrs M.H. ROBERTS to the Minister for Tourism: 
I refer to a number of news articles from December last year concerning the Kimberley Ultramarathon 2011 in 
which, according to my notes, the minister stated, “the Government had a moral obligation to investigate factors 
which led to 2 women being severely burned”. 

(1) Why will the minister not have a full judicial inquiry into the ultra-marathon and the human tragedy that 
resulted from it? 

(2) Why will the minister or his government not fulfil its “moral obligation”? 

(3) Why did the minister write a letter to Kate Sanderson on 23 December last year, after Parliament had 
risen just before Christmas, in which according to my notes he stated, “I am particularly disappointed 
that I have not been able to find a way for the Western Australian Government to conduct a formal 
inquiry”, when the minister knew full well that he could establish an independent judicial inquiry? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)–(3) I wrote to the member saying those words because they are exactly true. This is a deeply concerning 
event that has occurred. I have huge sympathy for those who were involved and I would like to have 
had an inquiry. I had a meeting with Kate Sanderson’s brother to discuss this matter at his request and I 
was very keen on finding a way to hold an inquiry. The reason for that was not as much about concern 
for government actions, but more about information I had that there had been an inquiry by the Fire and 
Emergency Services Authority and an inquiry by the WA Police, and they had found no wrongdoing on 
the part of government agencies or in fact any deliberate lighting of the fire. The fire, in fact, had been 
burning for about five days. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: They are not public, though, are they? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: No; I am getting to that. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: There is no satisfaction there. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I understand that; I am getting to that. 

My view was that it seemed to me that the company responsible for managing the event, RacingThePlanet, had 
fulfilled the obligations of an event organiser in the way that the event was conducted and that there was an 
opportunity for those who were hurt to be able to sue that company for its behaviour. I wanted the state 
government to hold an inquiry. Remember that it was a private event on private land — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Sponsored by your government that three ministers lauded and said you’d given money to. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: If the member would let me finish, it was a private event on private land and the competitors 
had waived their rights. Mr Sanderson made a very good point that in waiving their rights against the company, 
they did not expect to go away maimed by severe burns. It is a very good point, but at the end how do we have 
an inquiry? 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Why did you sponsor it? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I wrote to the Public Service Commissioner, Mr Wauchope, asking him to investigate and 
find a way for me to hold an inquiry into this event, and asking him what powers I had to do that because that 
was what in fact I would like to do. He had a look at that and came back to me and said there was no power 
under which I could hold an inquiry into that event; so I passed that information on to the family. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: You are always at liberty to have a judicial inquiry; any government can do it. You know 
that. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: In terms of the sponsorship, remember that this is the second year of the event. The event 
was held previously in the Kimberley with no involvement by Tourism WA. In fact, we refused to participate 
with funding at the time. It was a successful event and Tourism WA saw an opportunity to get international 
exposure by an event that is run worldwide by an international company; so we contracted to a company to do 
film footage. There was also a component of funding — 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Did you give that money to RacingThePlanet or to a film company? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Both. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: Both? 
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Dr K.D. HAMES: We have not paid both. We contracted for both. We contracted money for the film footage 
and an administration component to RacingThePlanet. That amount has not been paid, nor will it be paid, 
because the event was not concluded. We have had to pay some funds—about $80 000-odd—to the separate 
company with a private contract to do the film footage because it had undertaken that work. It is not associated 
with the RacingThePlanet group. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: Is that the production company, Beyond Action, from Sydney. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Yes; that is the company.  

Mr Speaker, there is no mechanism. Now, remember, since that time, a freedom of information application has 
made public the report of the police and the Fire and Emergency Services Authority, and I understand that 
Mr Wauchope is again looking through the recommendations of that report as to whether there is an opportunity 
for the government to hold an inquiry. I anticipate that in the not-too-distant future he will release that report. In 
fact, my understanding, from his office, is that he will release it publicly. When that report is available, if he 
indicates a mechanism by which this government can hold an inquiry, I will do it. However, his advice would 
need to change from the last advice that I had from him. 
 


